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C IS FOR DIamonb

THE Oone Gem
mabpe OF one

€LemenT — CaRBOnN

CHImMNney
CRUSHED
CHaARRED

FIRE aT

SO00T
coaLrL
WOOD

ITS CORE



my FaTHER
was a sab
GEMCUTTER

my FaTHER
TAUGHT me
PRECISION

HE mabe JEWELS MORE PRECIOUS
BY SmMaSHING THEmM, SPOKE ONLY
WORDS PaRE€D DOWNn TO THE €DGE
OF THEIR SILEence, anb STROVE

TO BRE€AK INTO (BREAK OuT OF)

€aCH House
OF MIRRORS

HELD aT THE TIP OF HIS TONGS

HE RETIRED, NERVES
SHOT BY THE THREAT
OF a SLIPPED RAZOR



a DIamonD IS

a DARKNESS
SO InTense

THE €ye Sees

THROUGH IT

my FaTHER ONnce
Gave me€ a GIFT

an aracCHeE TEarR
a BLACK PEBBLE

OorPaQue unTIiIL HE HELD IT
UP aGaInST DIRECT LIGHT

TRANSPARENT CHARCOAL:

unDER PRESSURE
ALL THINGS aReE
CLE€aR, BUT JuST

BE€ SURE TO REMEMBER:
DIamoOnD DUST IS BLACK

THEN THE SMOKeEe
TRAPPED INSIDE
Became VISIBLE



AFTER HOURS OF SOLITUDE THE naTive WIDOW
WHEN DRUNK, HE RECALLED WHO LamenTebD HER
LOSS FOR SO LONG
THE GReE€aT SPIRIT
TRANSFIGURED HER
TE€aRS INTO DROPS
OF BLACK CRYSTaL
THUS BE€QUEATHING

TO aLL WHO FaLL In LOvVeE
KeePSaKeS OF HER SORROW

my FaTHER

TOO BROKE
TO BE WED
never GOT HE CLaImeD TO aDORE HER
my MOTHER TOO MUCH TO PROFaAne€ HER

a DIamonbD WITH GE€mS mabe€ OF aSHES



BLOWTORCH a DIamonbD ORGANIC sToOne

€NKINDLED NOoT STERILE
WHEN RUBY BUT BURNING
IT BLAZES

CRYSTaALS mab¢e
JusT as
MELTING DRY ICE FROM THE Same
VAPORIZES aS a BREATH THING aS LIFE

LIFE€: THE PERCEnTaGe€ OF LIGHT THAT a DIamonbD
REFLECTS BACK TOWARDS ITS VIEWER

FIRE€: THE DEGRE€E TO WHICH a DIamonbD REFRACTS
LIGHT INTO ITS compPonenT COLOURS



ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

my FaTHER OPenenp THE FIELD
GuIDE TO CRYSTALS TO PaGeES
WITH FIn€ PRINT TO SHOW me
HOW TO DECIPHER a Language

HE Gave me€ HIS GEMCUTTER’S
€yeriece anb LEFT me aLrLone
TO RE€VEL In DETaIL — €DGES
OF SERIFS, FIBRES INn PaAPER

OnLy LaTE€R DID HE TE€aCH me
HOW TO Sounb ouT THE WORDS

LIFE€ x FIRE€ = BRILLIAanNcCe (aLL THIS IS TRuUe€)



PLATO WwWas
THE FIRST
TO REGARD

a DIamonD as
FROZEN QuIinressence

a SOuUL In
susrenneb
animaTion

a VESTIGE OF Heaven
WITHIN €aRTH

my FaTHER
TAUGHT me
PRECISION



HEe STuDIED TenbeD Saw
MINEeRALOGY FOR a FIRM
aT anTweRP In BRUCKen

ALL HIS LIFEC an aTTempPT
TO S€€& THE FRee POINT
TRAPPED IN PERFECTION

saw
one
Gem

TakKe TWO
Ye€aRrRS TO
BE SPLIT
INTO TWO

DEI munbI

my FaTHER
PUT FaITH
In no GOD



a MEMBER OF THE CUBIC PLATONIC SOLIDS
CRYSTaAL SySTEm

a DIamoOnD DENOTES naTuRE neens
THE HIGHEST no TOOL
STaTE€ OF SYMMETRY anbd DIE
TO makKe
an IDEAaL aRRay
OF CuTS, acuTe anGLeES ITS OCTaHEDRONS
D
CRYySTaL: I n
S (HARD) S a m O
I n
D

a DIamOnD IS an €QuILAaTERAL TRIANGLE
THAT MIRRORS ITSELF THROUGH On€ SIDE



OVER DRINKS aFTER HOURS
OF STRESS OVER DIamonbs
an €XPERT IN THE MaKING
OF FaKe Gems BET no one
was aBLE€ TO TELL OF TWO
GEMS WHICH waS THE TRUE
one, WHICH waS THE COPY

no JEeweLLER
won THE BET
BUT THE oOne

WHO LET
THE TWO

Gems
DROP HIS CREéme
INTO De menTHe

WITHOUT
use OF €ITHER
SCRATCH
PLATE€ OR LeEns

THE One THAT Sank
SLOWER WwWaS a FakKe



abamas means INVINCIBLE

no Known JeweL
INn THE MInNERAL KINGDOM
RIVaAaLs DIamonb

KING OF STones
abamanT In THE SILEnce

no WORDS BREakK

IN(DI)VISIBLE as a STaAR

onLy DIamonbs
SCaR DIamonbs



SAWYE€RS THOUGHT
my FaTHER CRaZzZy

THE HIS was
Day eye cur

oren BY a STRaAy
CHIP OF DIamonb

AFTERWARDS
HIS REGRET

HIS mMIND mMakKING
HIS Hanb FINISH

ITS abDJusSTmenTs
TO THE SawBLaDe

BEFORE BREAKING
ouT In a SCReam

HIS SIGHT was SaveD
BUT NOT THE DIamonbD



mazarRIn, RONDELLE,

TRILLIANT
pPennerLoqQue
BRIOLETTE

CHIFFRE, MARQUISE,

my FAaTHER NEVER
BRE€ATHING a LIE
BRILLIANTEERING

FaSHIONED GIRDLES
anb CuLeTS TO FIT
IMPERVIOUS aRMOUR

PERUZZI a DIamonb’sS
cuT IS JusT
a JEWELLER’S
PRETTY name
JuBILEe FOR a wounb

pesIGneD TaBLeES
UPON WHICH ONLY
THE eye FeasTeD

€RECTED PAVILIONS
aBOve WHICH KITES
anD STAaRS HOVERED



THE BRUTED
Geém SEeT In
ITS DOP IS
SCOURED BY
THE SCaIfre
A GRINDING
DISK OILED
WITH a mIX
OF DIamonb
POWDER anb
LUBRICANTS

a LaPIDaARYy
GRamoPHONE

ITS STYLUS
WeaRrsS away
ITS sonaG
even as IT
SINGs IT

THE MEREST
HammMERBLOW
on a BLaDeE
WHOSE €DGe
cuTs aLonaG
a KERF can
SHE€aR away
THE FAULTS
OF any Gem

abamanTine
DISCIPLINE

INFLEXIBLE
€XacCTITube

WHERE HE€ NICKED
a CHEEK SHaAaVING



TRANSPaARENCY
IS THE GauGge
OF aLL varue
WHEN CUTTING
WHEN WRITING

a DIamonb IS
an apsence
OF NOTHING
BUT DaARKNESS

occrLusions
SUPPOSEDLY
DEPRECIATE
PERFECTION

PERPHETYBA



my FAaTHER SPOTTED FLaAWS BUBBLES

BY BRE€ATHING On a SsTone FEZeLs
CRACKsS
TO DULL THE LUSTRE naars
THAT OBSCURED THEM CLouDs
GLaTTs
FRINGES

CaRBON STRAINS
TO CRe€aTE LIFE
HE SHOWED me& a DIamonb
WHOSE€ DEFECT RESEmMBLED In THE ImaGe
a DIMINUTIVE BUTTERFLY OF ITS FLaWS



DIamoOnDdD IS FORmMED BY DETONnaTING
GRAPHITE In a COmrPacCT cCcOnTainer

[CRySTALLIZeD CaRBON
GRAPHITE anb DIamonb
Have NnE€arRLYy THE same

ATOMIC: BLACK ICeE
MaTRIX: a LaTTICE

a COLD JIGSaw PUzZzZLeE
ITS PIECCES HEXaGons;
apanbonep HONEeyCcoms ]

DIamonb:

FLAT BLACK

GRAPHITE

BENT CLEaR

[sweeT sPaces
BETWEEN WORDS
BETWEEN aToms
In amonG THEmM
STRONG BONDS ]



my FATHER DETESTED
WRITING

WITH a DULL PEncCIL

WRITING
TO HIM meanT usSIiInG

a BLUNT INSTRUmMENT
BY WHICH HE DULLED
eDGES OF Penknives
(my own Knives) TO
SHARPeNn THE POINTS
mape In HIS manuaL
Oon DIamoOnND-CUTTING

my FAaTHER ONCE€ STOLE a DIamonD DISCARDED
aS WORTHLESS aT WORK anb uSING CORROSIVE
anb sawBLaD€ €TCHED INTO IT HIS mONnoOGRam
aS THOUGH TO BE€ RID OF a SCAaR BY Le€avIiInG

BEHIND HIM a SCagR,

a name TO OouTLasT HIM

mebpIevaL aRaBS neenpep No LAaSERS TO CaRVe
THEIR PRAYERS ONTO THE FACE€S OF DIamonbs



A SHAaH CaAPTURED In WaR REFUSED TO SURRENDER
THE LOCATION OF THE KOH-I-NUR, THE mounTaIin
OF LIGHT, €veén THOUGH TORTURERS BLINDED HIM

a4 DUKE€ WHO NneVeR LET HIS GEemsSTOones BE TaKen
FROM HIS SIGHT FOR FE€aR OF LOSING THEmM LOST
THE FLORENTINE WHILE INn BATTLE, THE DIamonbD
FOR DAayS amID wWe€eDS THENn mISTaKen FOR GLAaASS
By a BOYy WHO SOLD IT TO a MONK FOR a FLORIN

AVOIRDUPOIS my FaTHER

TROY ounces APPRAISED
THE vaLue

THE SLIGHT WEIGHT In CaraTs

OF One€ CaROB Se€eD FOR a Gem

can TIP a FRAGILE

BaLance OF FORCES WITH THE us€ OF no

In a commonweaLTH SCaL€ BUT HIS HanD



THE ORLOFF WwaS STOLEn FROM THE €Yye
OF a GOD BY a SOLDIER INn THE GuIlIse
OF a PRIEST SO THAT LATER a PRINCE
MIGHT TRY In vaIiIn TO WOO a CZaRInha

a4 SuLTan once WORSHIPPED THE maTan
BEecause OF THE Demons LOCKED In IT
SAFE€GUARDING THE Law OF HIS EmMPIRE

my FAaTHER TRUSTING
no FICTION Because

IT TOLD LIES
TOLD me& OonLy
TRUE STORIES

abpouT THE EXPLOITS
OF men owninG Gems

a WE€aALTHY COLLECTOR
JeaLrous OF a FuTuRe
POSSESSOR commanbDeED
SERVaAnTs TO SHATTER
THE PIGOT, ITS BITS
INn HIS GRIP CUTTING
HImM as HE Lay DYING

HOPE waS HIS CURSE



curLIiInan VIOLENT WORDS Uunbe€R mMINING

€XCELSIOR
LESOTHO SLaves excavare
COROmManbeEL Raw ICe
BERGLEN ouT OF THE BLUE
KIMBERLEY
VICTORIA TOPSOIL
FROM an E€XTINCT
VOoLcano
IMPERIAL
DIamonbs WaRm KIMBERLITE
SunbereED ITS aSH
TO aDORN a STARRY me€abDOwW
WeDDINGS

anb WaRs YIELDS DIMINISH WITH DEPTH



aD DoOmInam OomnIs

GEéms DOT a SKY
WITH THEIR Own
consTEeLLaTIions

a4 HanDFuL
OF STones
FLUNG MOooOnwaRrD

a PROMISE
TO Summon
METEOR SHOWERS

€VERY VOwW
a neT SsetT
TO CATCH STaRS

€VERY LIE
a RIP Cur
In THE THREADS

we& FumBLE
FOR WORDS
amIDST CINDERS

We€ BARTER
WITH BITS
OF BRIGHT HaAIL



SIR ISaaC newron
INn THEORY
DEFINEeD DIamonbD
as an «uncrTuous
supsTance

MUCH coaGguLaTeD”

THE BLOOD
OF anGeLs
conGgeaLreD
INTO HARD
TECaRDROPS
OF PURITY

THE PHYSICIST €veén HaD a DOG nameD ¢“DIamonb”
THE GIRL’S BEST FRIEND wasS aLsSO Once a man’s

WORD

=23+15+18+4

=60
=4+9+1+13+15+14+4
=DIamonb

LONG DIVISION
amonG SawyeRsS

THE REDUCTION
OF One

TO

TWO TO

make MILLIONS



my FaTHER BECOMING
THE GIFTEeD PROTEGE
DEeSPITe POOR BIRTH

DISCOVERED
ARITHMETIC
BY Re€aDING
TRIG TEXTS
WHEN seven

UNDERSTOOD
PERFECTION
BY SOLVING
Oon HIS Oown
WHEN €IGHT

THE TRanscenbenTarL
CORRELATION PROVEN
BY C€ULER’S THEOREM

eit+ 1 = 0

my FaTHER
TAUGHT me
PRECISION

CRYySTaL
CLasses

ORGaNIC
UniTIes

maGIicaL

SQUaRes

89 17

59 113

29 47

ALwWayS TRYING TO MakKe HIS
mInD FIT THE maTHEmaTICaL
STRAITJACKET — OF a JEWEL



DIamOnD HAS a HIGH
THERMOCONDUCTIVITY

ABSORBING HEAT
FAaSTER
THan any OTHER
maTTER
Known TO €XIST

a PRECIOUS COaTING
TO COOL MICROCHIPS

€VERY JEWEL a FIST
WHICH STRaAINsS

TO KE€E€P HARSH LIGHT
FROM SPILLING
THROUGH ITS FINGERS

CRYSTaL FILMS
MINTIATURIZING
communicaTion

my FAaTHER
THE MODEL
OF POETIC
RESTRAINT

THE TOone€ OF HIS
VOICE uncHanGebp
eéven wWHEn anGRYy



my FaTHER
couLrbp noT
FORMuULaTeE
THE WORDS
TO CReEaTe
ouT OF us

one macLe
a TwInneo
GgemsTone

HE DeemeD
me a nair
a naTuraL
FaceT yer
TO BE CUT

MORE
LEsSS
FIRE
LIFEC

LIFe means
FIRE, MOREe
means Less

He Founp

a way TO STRIKE

a DIamonb
TO STRIKE
a baLance

BEeTweeEn THE TWO

THE BLaD€ OF SILEence BETweEeEn us

THE UNnsSPOKENn BURNING INSIDE HIM

I
am
I n
a
DI m
DIamonbD



APRIL BIRTHSTONE
REVERENT FOREVER

meDpIcaL REmeDIES
In ancienT TImeES
CLaImep DIamonbs
NULLIFIED POISOn

STEEL INDUSTRIES
use bpIamonbd BORT
aS aBRASIVE GRIT
INn IRON GRINDING

ARABIC assSassIiIns
MIXEeD INTO WaTER
POWDERED DIamonbD
TO €XecuTe KINGS



THE RED COUGHING I am, anb I

OF my SaD FaAaTHER am, anb
SIPPING HIS LaAST I am, anb I
SHOTS OF LIQUEUR am, anb
LaceéD WITH GLaSs I DIE€, amen

TRYING TO €Sscare
THE VERY DIamonbD
CRUSHED INTO HOT
ASHES INSIDE HIMm

my FaTHER
unTo DE€aTH
TAUGHT me
THE DIVInE
a Damneb DIamonb eénburance
FOR a mabD Domain OF DIamonb



THIS BOOK Has Been
SET In a MONOWIDTH
TypPeFace spPecIaLLy
conceiveb FOR THaT
PURPOSE€: PanoPTICa

FONT BY NICK SHINN
FROM SHINNTYPE.COM



DIAamMoONDS: an EXCEeRPT
FROM CRYSTALLOGRAaPHY
BY CHRISTIan BOK

CRYSTaLLOGRaPHY IS THE mIneRrRaL ScCIence
WHOSE€ name means ‘LUCID WRITING.’ LONG
ouT OF PRINT — BUT avaILaBLE& Once moORe
INn a ReVvIseD eDITION — THIS REmaRKaBLe
WORK OF avanT-GaRD€ LITERATURE STUDIES
THE BORDER BE€Tween science anb POETRY,
anb ReveaLs THAT TO WRITE WITH CLARITY
INn €ITHER DISCIPLINE INVOLVES THE MOST
InTense THOUGHT, MUCH In THE mannerR OF
‘LUCID DR€amInG.’ THIS BOOK SHOWS THaT
In THE LanbsCaP€ OF €eVERyDay Lancuace,
POE€mMS REPRESENT CRYSTALLINE FORMATIONS

on saLe now aT WWW.CHBOOKS.com
1-800-367-6360
anbD FINE BOOKSTORES E€VERYWHERE



